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The many hard surfaces in a dance studio, from floor through to mirrors, lend themselves to 
creating a high degree of reverberation in the room. By nature, dance is not an entirely quiet 
affair. Bad acoustics however can make the difference between a happy and successful class and 
a poorly performing one, with communication affected and fatigue levels increased. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For any real result you should be looking at affecting between 30% and 60% of your wall and 
ceiling area. This can be achieved by a combination of different mediums, each with their own 
benefits. 
 
The cheapest and most effective controls for this area are heavy-duty 500gsm fire retarded 
woollen drapes. These can often double as room dividers or used to conceal mirrors for exams. 
It is not by chance that cinemas drape most of their walls in this manner.  

 
The second approach is to surface fix melamine or 
polyester absorbent paneling onto flat wall and roof 
sections. These can be the pyramid or bevel edged type 
material directly fixed or more decorative fabric covered 
polyester such as Quiet space. These materials can also 
be supplied as independent panels, either ceiling or wall 
fixed, and in these instances options exist for alternative 
fabric coverings and the potential for custom printed 
patterns logos and images. All have the added 
advantage of 5 star green credentials being made from 
fully recyclable materials and have Class A Fire rating, 
the highest you can get. 

 
Another extremely effective and attractive result is found by using perforated or slotted timber 
panelling with absorbent textiles behind such as Supawood. 
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Last but not least is to fix acoustic banners in the ceiling 
space. This can be as simple as a number of runs of 500 
gsm drapes looped over battens, or especially where 
competing with overhead fans, the woollen fabric stretched 
over a lightweight steel frame with, an absorbent material 
such as Tontine, or glass wool or polyester batts located 
behind that and supported by it. 
Our recommendation is to proceed in stages. 
Even at rest, that is when open, the curtain fabric still 
continues to have a significant “absorbent” acoustic effect, 
although in this mode, the no longer obscured windows or 
mirrors become highly sound reflective. Because windows 
will sun affect the curtain, a backing will be required to maintain the life and prevent fading of 

the woollen drapes in these situations. This will serve 
to further improve their acoustic advantage. 
 
Having installed the curtains the room should be 
then assessed as to whether noise levels are 
tolerable or not. Depending on the scale of the 
draping it is probable, at this stage they will not be. 
 
Quietspace polyester panelling is a fantastic 
companion to the drapes. This system has the added 
advantage of being able to double as noticeboards 
as and where applicable. 

Quietspace also works very effectively behind and below 
your stretch barres when they fixed directly onto the wall. 
Some colours come with a self-adhesive backing making 
for a very simple DIY cure.	   
 
The Quietwave fabric, particularly when improved with 
Scotch Guard, withstands bumps scrapes and kicks much 
better than the painted surface whilst helping to cure the 
reverberation in the room.  
 
It is also possible to have an image of your choice printed 
onto the fabric layer creating a large decorative panel that 
is affecting your sound problems at the same time. 
 
If this were still inadequate I would recommend more of the same or a series of “supa-wood” 
panels be installed above the picture rail on the walls or roof or our lightweight fabric covered 
panels. In the unlikely event this is still inadequate then the ceiling could be addressed with the 
lightweight easily installed melamine panels or the fabric banners 
 
Solving sound transmission issues is a whole other need and needs to be approached with a 
whole range of other alternatives we are happy to supply and install in ceilings wall and floors. 
This is possibly all a little daunting so please feel free to call and discuss the best options for your 
studio and budget. Every space has its own needs and peculiarities and again it is sensible to 
install a section at a time, until you are happy with the result. We recommend this approach and 
are happy to advise and supply accordingly. 
 
Discounts can also apply depending on the size of your purchase and or if it is part of a package 
of items from within our range. 	  


